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sociation and were making him treasurer, and they
wanted him to go to England and examine Warwick
Castle and other noted houses that had been recently
injured by fire, in order to get the best ideas possible
for restoration and then apply them to a house which
the association was formed to restore in this neighbor-
hood." He tried to decline so generous a gift, but their
persistent kindness was irresistible. He would not rest
until he had learned the names of his benefactors, every
one? "to repeat to myself at night and at morning.5'
Upon his return from the European trip in the
Spring following the year of the fire, his neighbors,
learning of the day of his expected arrival, rang the
church bells and assembled the whole town at the sta-
tion. They had arranged with the engineer of the train
to signal with his whistle if Emerson were aboard. The
whistle sounded "He's hereP and the people sent up
their welcoming cheers. When Emerson appeared, he
did not understand that all the joyful hubbub was for
him; he thought it must be for his daughter Ellen who
accompanied him. But the neighbors carried him homes
the school children marching alongside; and when he
passed under a triumphal arch at the entrance of his
place and then came to his own door and found the
house just as he had lived in it, "with hardly a trace
of the injury, and his study just as it was before, with
all the books there, and then saw the waiting throng
of neighbors around the gate/' he understood. He
endeavored to speak. "My friends and neighbors! I
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